
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Ancestor Alliances Ritual

The Henge of the Cobbled Path

May 28, 2017

Almanac
Sunset:  8:28 PM

End civil twilight:  8:57 PM

Moonset 11:36 PM

Waning Gibbous with 12% of the Moon's visible disk illuminated
Setup
· central fire that must not go out


· altar with statues and candles


· torches and citronella candles


· bread and wine / mead / whiskey for offerings


· wind / mead / whiskey for travelers


· water for travelers


· the cloth is present in the circle


· chairs for all


Connections to the Past and Future
“Bread, beer, and cloth bind us to those who came before and those who are yet to be:

Let bread nourish our bodies with the bounty of the harvest;

Let beer quench our thirst;

And let cloth shield us from storm and sun.”

Sharing of bread and beer, passing the cloth around

The Initial Oath
reminder of our oath of secrecy at the November ritual

Set up Fire, Altar, Chairs
If the weather is clear, set up in the back yard. If it is raining, or if there’s a good chance of rain, set up on the patio.

Cleansing and Blessing
Cast a wide outer circle, then make a pass around the yard with water, then with sage, then with incense 

Purification
Each of us is cleansed with water, sage, and incense, then moves into the ritual area

Lighting the Fire
The fire is lit. The remaining water is poured on the ground at the base of the fire pit. The sage and incense are placed in the fire.

Casting the Circle
Priest: casts circle around the ritual area. The second circle is smaller than the first, but big enough to allow all the movements necessary.
Calling the Quarters
Priest:  “Let us now invite the spirits of the directions and the elements to join our circle.”  

East Caller:  light candle and say “Spirits of the East, Spirits of Air, we call to you.  Join this circle, we ask, and bless us with your wisdom. Teach us the ways of vision and judgment. Spirits of the East and of Air, hail and welcome!”
All:  “Hail and welcome!”

South Caller:  light candle and say “Spirits of the South, Spirits of Fire, we call to you.  Join this circle, we ask, and bless us with your inspiration. Teach us the ways of creation and growth. Spirits of the South and of Fire, hail and welcome!”

All:  “Hail and welcome!”

West Caller:  light candle and say “Spirits of the West, Spirits of Water, we call to you.  Join this circle, we ask, and bless us with your love. Teach us the ways of compassion and intuition. Spirits of the West and of Water, hail and welcome!”
All:  “Hail and welcome!”
North Caller:  light candle and say “Spirits of the North, Spirits of Earth, we call to you.  Join this circle, we ask, and bless us with your abundance. Teach us the ways of patience and stability. Spirits of the North and of Earth, hail and welcome!”
All:  “Hail and welcome!”


Establishing the Center

Priest:  “This fire is for us the intersection of all times, all directions, and all worlds.  We stand at the sacred center, and by this fire we part the veil between the worlds and step into the Otherworld, the world of the Gods and ancestors.  

We make this offering, that our journeys may be safe and fruitful.”

John and Cyn:  Pour drink and crumble food into the fire
Invoking the Spirits of the Land
Priest of the Land Spirits:  light candle and say “Spirits of the Land, Spirits of this place; you who are unseen but felt, unnamed but present; you who were here long before us: we thank you for sharing this place with us. Tonight we ask for your protection and blessing on this sacred rite, that we may learn and grow in honor and in friendship.

Accept this offering, we ask, given in hospitality, and in love.”

pour wine and crumble bread into fire 
“Spirits of this place!  Hail and welcome!”

All:  “Hail and welcome!”

Invoking the Ancestors
Priest of the Ancestors:  light candle and say “Ancestors of blood and ancestors of spirit, those we knew in life and those who moved on before we were born, those whose names we know and those whose names we know not, you whose children we are and on whose foundations we build, because of you we have life.  We ask that you support and guide us in our holy rite, that we may continue your lines in power and strength.

Accept this offering, we ask, given in hospitality, and in love.”
pour wine and crumble bread into fire or offering bowl
“Mighty ancestors!  Hail and welcome!”

All:  “Hail and welcome!”

Invocation of the Fae
Assisting Priest:  “Oh fairy folk of light and dark, you of the fae, you of the sídhe: we honor you tonight as our Good Neighbors. We are glad you share this place with us, and we enjoy the spark of otherworldliness you give our planet and our lives. We ask that you ward and bless this place, that our sacred work may be successful and uninterrupted.

Accept this offering, we ask, given in hospitality and in honor.” 
pour wine and crumble bread into fire or offering bowl
“Hail and welcome!”

All:  “Hail and welcome!”

Invocation of Deities
Brighid:  light candle and say “Brighid, Goddess of Poetry, Lady of Healing, Goddess of Inspiration, of forging, and of music, we ask you to join our circle and bless us with your presence.  Goddess of crafting, be welcome here.  Inspire in us what we must be, we ask, so we can create what must become in the Great Work of this time and place.

Breed, Goddess of Smithcraft and Patron of Healers, hear us us as we call to you.  We thank you for inspiration, and for helping us better our crafting, whatever our arts or skills. For showing us that change need not be feared, we thank you. 

Accept this offering, we ask, given in hospitality, and in love.”

pour offering

“Brigit, Brighid, Breed!  Hail and welcome!”

Morrigan:  light candle and say “Morrigan, Battle Raven, Lady of Sovereignty, we ask you to join our circle and bless us with your presence.  You who gives the right to rule and who challenges us to rule rightly, be welcome here.  Show us our strength, we ask, so we can uphold the Great Work of this time and place.

Morrigan, Queen of Phantoms, Chooser of the Slain, hear us as we call to you.  We thank you for your inspiration to stand against those who would rule our lives for their own ends, and to stand against injustice everywhere.  Great Queen, let us fight by your side until peace is won.”

Accept this offering, we ask, given in hospitality, and in love.”

pour offering
“Morrigan!  Hail and welcome!”
Neteru:  light candle and say “Mighty Neteru, Gods of Egypt, join our rite, we ask, and bless us with your presence. Amun, Ma’at, Tehuti, Anpu. Shu and Tefenet, Geb and Nut. Auset, Ausir, Heru. Nephthet, Hetheru, Sekhmet, and all the Gods of Upper and Lower Egypt who we know and know not, but who know us. 

Give us your grace, we ask, as we do what must be done to establish the ways of Ma’at in our lives and in our land.”

pour offering 
“Mighty Neteru! Hail and welcome!”
Lugh: light candle and say “Lugh Lámhfhada, Lugh of the Long Arm, we ask you to join our circle and bless us with your presence.  Great Champion and King, Slayer of Balor, be welcome here.  Grant us the gift of your invincible spear, we ask, that we may be victorious in our fight to protect our community, our world, and all the creatures who share it with us.

Lugh Samhildánach, Master of All Arts, hear us as we call to you. We thank you for the many skills represented here in our midst. Teach us what we must learn, we ask, so we can join you in the Great Work of this time and place.”

Accept this offering, we ask, given in hospitality, and in love.”

pour offering 
“Lugh!  Hail and welcome!”
Danu: light candle and say “Danu, Mother Goddess and Lady of the Waters, Mother of the Earth and Mother of us all, we ask you to join our circle and bless us with your presence.  Giver of Life, be welcome here.  Create in us what we must be, so we can create what must become in the Great Work of this time and place. 

Danu, Goddess of Nature and Mother to our tribe, hear us as we call to you.  We thank you for the waters: for the streams and lakes from which we drink, for the rains which replenish and rejuvenate the land, and for the seas from which all life emerged.

Accept this offering, we ask, given in hospitality, and in love.”

pour offering 
“Danu!  Hail and welcome!”
Cernunnos: light candle and say “Cernunnos, Lord of the Animals and Lord of the Hunt, God of the Forest and of Green Growing Things, we ask you to join our circle and bless us with your presence.  Great Hunter and Hunted, be welcome here.  Teach us what we must learn, so we can join you in the Great Work of this time and place.

Cernunnos, Horned God, God of Nature and Father to our tribe, hear us as we call to you.  We thank you for the animals: those that nourish our bodies, those that bring signs and omens, those that inspire us with their beauty and power, and those that accompany us through life.  Hunter and Hunted, let us run with you through the forest; teach us again to be wild and free.”

Accept this offering, we ask, given in hospitality, and in love.”

pour offering 
“Cernunnos!  Hail and welcome!”

Cerridwen: light candle and say “Hail Cerridwen, Lady of the Cauldron. Lady who brews wisdom, magic, inspiration. Keeper of mysteries, who has worn many shapes, many faces, many feet. May we learn the secret of perspective, that knowledge and learning are ever-changing, that by being in other's skins, we are never tied to our own rigid views of the world. Cerridwen, White Lady, lead us to the cauldron of transformation.

Cerridwen, Lady of Magic, hear us as we call to you.  We thank you for the gift of knowledge, The gift of Awen- and the three rays of light. Lady, of divination, Mother of Morfran, Creinwy, and Taliesin, we welcome you to our circle.”

Accept this offering, we ask, given in hospitality, and in love.”

pour offering
“Cerridwen!  Hail and welcome!”
Invocation of Associated Deities

“Gods not of the Henge but who we follow as individuals: we welcome you to our circle. We offer you hospitality, and we invite you to observe our rites.”

pour offering
Gods on the “wait and see” list may be invoked and honored by name.

The Main Working
Priest:  “Keep solemn silence. Keep solemn silence. We pray to the Gods, for here we begin the Mysteries. I speak to those who lawfully may hear: depart, all who are profane, and close the gates. If your hands are impure or your heart is unclean, I charge you once, I charge you twice, I charge you thrice to stay away from this sacred dance. Let all who honor the Gods perform the Mysteries. O great Gods, make us worthy to celebrate your Mysteries.”

Cyn/John: “I am here to journey to speak with you, mighty ancestors. To you I offer with hospitality and partake in gratitude.” 

John/Cyn: pour libation, then sip the drink

Cyn/John: “James Stevens.” 

John/Cyn: pour libation

Cyn/John: “Gawain beechas lea” 

John/Cyn: sip the drink

Cyn/John: “I would begin this work and speak with You.” 

John/Cyn: pour libation, then sip the drink

Cyn/John: “In Hospitality and in Love” 

John/Cyn: pour libation, then sip the drink

Repeat for Isaac Bonewits and Ruth Woodring (Vashti)
The first set “Molta/Sansea” is Praise to you,

“Gawain beechas lea/Ni tau in atu” is My thanks to you.

Begin with 10-15 minutes of drumming

Scribe writes down anything and everything – two scribes if possible.

Keep candles lit

Pour additional offerings every hour

No audible conversations

Keep travelers out of the fire 

All participants may need water and/or food

If the travelers go to sleep, let us sleep

If we’re still out at 5:00 AM, bring us back

Devocation
“Gods not of the Henge but who we follow as individuals; Cerridwen, Cernunnos, Danu, Lugh, all the Neteru, Morrigan, Brighid. May there be peace and honor between us now and forever.  Hail and farewell!”
“Mighty sídhe: Seelie, unseelie, and wild, we thank you for your presence and your inspiration. May there be peace and honor between us now and forever.  Hail and farewell!”
“Mighty Ancestors, we thank you for your presence and your wisdom.  May our time together renew and strengthen our connections across many generations and many realms of existence.  Hail and farewell!”

“Spirits of this place, we thank you for your presence and your blessings.  May there be peace and honor between us now and forever.  Hail and farewell!”
“Spirits of the North, Spirits of Earth; Spirits of the West, Spirits of Water; Spirits of the South, Spirits of Fire; Spirits of the East, Spirits of Air; we thank you for your presence and your blessings. May there be peace and honor between us now and forever. Hail and farewell.”
Uncast the Circle

Discussion and Interpretation

eat, drink, get warm / cool / dry

everyone discusses what they heard / saw / felt, in this world and in the Otherworld

Scribe continues writing

discuss interpretations, meanings, and implications






