The Feast of Cerridwen
Tuesday November 21 is the next celebratory date on the liturgical calendar of the Henge of the Cobbled Path: the Feast of Cerridwen. 

It is our obligation as members of the Henge to honor our patron deities and allied ancestors on their days. Most times we will do this individually – occasionally we will do it together. 
This is a model ritual you can use to fulfill this obligation. You do not have to do this ritual – you are free to honor and celebrate Cerridwen in whatever way seems appropriate to you. But please keep this festival in some way or another, even if all you do is call Her name and pour an offering.
Cerridwen
Cerridwen is a Welsh Goddess. She has no explicit portfolio (i.e. – She’s not the Goddess of this or that) and in many versions of Her story She’s described as a witch. Kristoffer Hughes – Head of the Anglesey Druid Order and a native Welsh speaker – says that the structure of Her name (ends in –wen) indicates She’s a deity.

We know Cerridwen primarily from the Tale of Gwion Bach, where she hires young Gwion to tend Her cauldron, in which She is brewing the Awen, the elixir of wisdom and inspiration. She intends the Awen for her hideously ugly son, but the Awen goes to Gwion Bach instead. This leads to a chase where Gwion and Cerridwen shapeshift into multiple forms, until finally Cerridwen as a hen eats Gwion as a grain of corn. But then She becomes pregnant and gives birth to Taliesin, who would become the greatest poet in the history of Britain.
Here’s a video of John telling this story:

https://youtu.be/q5YxA8pbdNk
Cerridwen can be a loving mother, and She can also be a terrifying pursuer. Her cauldron is an instrument of transformation. If may or may not be a later manifestation of the Cauldron of the Dagda and the Cauldron of Brân, but if it is not the same cauldron it is certainly related to these vessels. 
The Ritual

Prepare yourself for ritual. Take a few deep breaths, ground and center. Perform an act of purification – dip your fingers in water, then touch the water to your forehead, your chest, and your other hand.
Light a candle and say this invocation:

“Hail Cerridwen, Lady of the Cauldron;

Lady who brews wisdom, magic, inspiration.

Keeper of mysteries, who has worn many 

shapes, many faces, many feet.

May we learn the secret of perspective,

That knowledge and learning are ever-changing; 

That by being in other's skins,

We are never tied to our own rigid views of the world. 

Cerridwen, White Lady, lead us to the cauldron of transformation.
Cerridwen, Lady of Magic, hear us as we call to you.  We thank you for the gift of wisdom, the gift of the Awen and the three rays of light. Lady of Divination, Mother of Morfran, Creinwy, and Taliesin, we welcome you to our circle.
Pause, then pour an offering to Cerridwen. Beer or mead is most appropriate, but clean water is always acceptable. 

Now sit or stand quietly and wait for Her presence.

Listen.

Hear.

Respond as you feel moved.

When you feel the communion is over, make another offering, and this time drink some yourself. 
Listen.

When it is over, extinguish the candle and say “Cerridwen, Lady of the Cauldron and of Wisdom, Keeper of Mysteries, we thank You for Your presence and Your blessings.  May we always honor You in knowledge and mirth.  Hail and farewell!”
Gradually bring yourself back to this place, this time, and this world. 

Make notes of anything that struck you as significant, whether you feel moved to share them with the rest of the Henge or if you simply keep them for yourself.

Next Festival

Our next liturgical festival is the Feast of James Stevens on Saturday, November 25.
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